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PO, Box S90E2

Weatwood Mall,

Mizsissgim, (N
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Elear br Lol

Om bishal? of the AIDS Conmmiliee of Toronta (ACT], we wini il fike to up'.'.-lﬂgir.:r for the
ppropriate use of Huwlu religious imagery st Fashuon Cares this past mouth. We are deeply
sorry for the olfense we have caused,

The Bollywuoud Cowboy theme was chosen 25 2 way o explore the Inh:ra:n:tmulnftwq very
popular cinematic genres, Rollywood and Hollywold westerms In no Wiy was it ever meunl to
represent the very vicly, und very complex, cultures and racitious of South Asza That said, cur
wse of Mindu 1eligious mageny was clearly a mistake,

After bearing cotcerns i the weeks leading up 1o the event, we stopped using an image mnzpierd
by the godidess Lakehm in owr sxtemal marketing malerials, but we tike full respousibility fr
the devision to uee the image in the fird place, and for Bualing 1o st its use on thez poves of the
CVETT P distnotted to gala palrons.

We did niot 2anction the sppearance of peoplo dressed as Iindu pods and goddesses at the event :
nor the handing om of fiyers depicting religions ions. While these were lh.u aciions of mdrviduais
attending the event, we take full responsibility for failing o identify thern in tirme to take the
HpRrOpPTEts aciion.

As such, we have issued our statement of apology to the editon of the Totonto Star and 4 plumber
of South Asian commuity publications. Our board memibers bave also expessed our apology on
Glotal and O Television

ACT works to prevent the spread of HIV and support those living with and aifiecied by
HIV/AIDS. To accomplish this goal, we brild relutionskips with the many comimunitics affectl
by HIV/AIDS and we count the city's South Asan commugiitics umong thowe with whow we
miust work closely i the mimths and years shead

Sincerely,
Julm Lavis, Lon Lucler,
Chair, ACT Board of Directors Faecutive Director, ACT
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